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CEMUS – Student driven education and 
outreach for a better world



One example of education for a better world 

CEMUS – Centre for environment and 
development studies



Student driven education
CEMUS is student-driven education for 
sustainable development

CEMUS has about 22 interdisciplinary courses 
organized by 20 course coordinators in 
collaboration with researchers, teachers and 
others. From basic to phd-level courses

About 600 individual registrations per year, 
many are international students

Collaboration on research and education, but 
also many other projects in collaboration with 
society that go beyond the academy

Host of the Zennström Professorship in Climate 
Change Leadership – Kevin Anderson



CEMUS in a nutshell
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Students are hired on a project basis to
plan and execute courses= course
coordinators

A collectively driven and democratic 
organization within the university and 
the institution of Earth Sciences.

Students attend the courses. Focus on 
Active Student Participation on all levels



Cemus started in Uppsala 1992 as a student initiative but also 
teachers and researchers felt the need for interdisciplinary 
education that really dealt with the most urgent issues of our 
time…







Started by two students who wanted
more out of the education. They 
wanted the educational setting to deal 
with the complicated questions of our
time. They were driven by frustration 
and in a way this led to innovation.

They wanted their studies to truly face 
the global survival issues
(now Sustainable Development?)…



What is at the core of education? 
A constant process…



www.cemus.uu.se



Questions?
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