
CO-CREATING BETTER SUSTAINABILITY

EDUCATION AT THE UNIVERSITY

Katrien Van Poeck | Copenhagen | 27 November 2019

DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCES

CENTRE FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT



‘This International Thematic Network was established with the aim to 

conceptualise (theoretically) and develop (experimentally) adequate forms 

of teaching and learning in the face of sustainability issues.’
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CO-CREATING ‘IN A SEDWISE SPIRIT’: LIVING 
LABS + CRITICAL FRIENDS

 ‘There is a need for in-service training for university educators on 

teaching about wicked sustainability issues to which SEDwise could 

contribute. The available and developed insights, expertise, 

experiences… can also be shared with practitioners outside UGent.’
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CO-CREATING ‘IN A SEDWISE SPIRIT’: LIVING 
LABS + CRITICAL FRIENDS

 ‘Often, researchers and educators in different settings (places, 

disciplines…) spend a lot of time and energy on reinventing the wheel. 

This network can be a fruitful vehicle to avoid that and to learn from each 

other, inspire each other’s practices, share experiences and expertise, 

etc.’
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CO-CREATING ‘IN A SEDWISE SPIRIT’: LIVING 
LABS + CRITICAL FRIENDS

 ‘To make the interaction of research and education really interesting, we 

have to move beyond a knowledge transmission approach. It is an illusion 

that “best practices” can be transferred/copied to other contexts. Let’s 

jointly engage in both sustainability education theory and practice, and try 

to learn collectively from that.’
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BEYOND REINVENTING THE WHEEL
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IDEAS, PLANS, DREAMS – AND ACTIONS

 ‘If we want to exploit SEDwise’s potential as a living lab, it is very 

important to obtain additional resources to make that happen. Writing and 

submitting joint research applications should be a priority in the first years 

of the network.’

 ‘In-service training and learning network for (university) educators + share 

lessons learned with practitioners outside university’

 ‘Collaborating on a common thing, e.g. creating a course, summer school, 

MOOC together’

 ‘A good website is a vital tool for this network.’ 
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POSSIBLE SYNERGIES

 Learning Network ‘Sustainability in my course’
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POSSIBLE SYNERGIES

 Marie Curie Fellowship
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POSSIBLE SYNERGIES

Dissemination Peer review Refinement



STARTING WITH A PODCAST
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TOPIC

‘How to integrate sustainability in the university’ 

1. How to integrate sustainability at an institutional level and how to make 

sure that it moves beyond ‘greening the campus’ and also involves 

curriculum

2. How to support university teachers to integrate sustainability in their 

courses

3. How to collaborate with actors in the community outside the university
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