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“SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT BEGINS WITH 
EDUCATION” (UNESCO)
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Target 4.7: By 2030, ensure that all learners acquire 

the knowledge and skills needed to promote 

sustainable development
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BUT… HOW TO TEACH ABOUT ‘DIFFICULT’ 
SUSTAINABILITY ISSUES?



HOW TO TEACH ABOUT ‘DIFFICULT’ 
SUSTAINABILITY ISSUES?

̶ Lack of clear-cut solutions

̶ Not (only) a matter of transferring unambiguous knowledge and acquiring 

pre-set skills, values and attitudes

̶ Anything goes approach (“Post-truth”) is inappropriate

 Teachers are challenged to handle the ethical and political dimension of 

sustainability issues: dealing with knowledge, (un)certainty, values and 

norms, ethical dilemmas, political controversies, concerns for the planet and 

its inhabitants, struggles over truth, etc. 
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AIM: SUPPORTING & INSPIRING TEACHERS

Earlier and on-going research: diverse frameworks that have the potential to 

offer (future) teachers guidance in dealing with these challenges

1. to further develop their understanding of the ambiguous concept 

“sustainable development”

2. to prepare courses and lessons and to position themselves and their 

teaching practices within a multiplicity of approaches

3. to design and implement the prepared practices

 Translating state-of-the-art academic research into teaching models, 

methods and tools
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BACKGROUND: PRAGMATIST EDUCATIONAL
RESEARCH

 SMED – Studies of Meaning-making in Educational Discourses: 

didactic research inspired by pragmatist philosophy and especially John 

Dewey’s concept of transaction

 Analytical models and methods

 Numerous empirical studies

 Theoretical and empirical underpinning

 SEDwise network: Teaching and learning in the face of wicked

sustainability challenges
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FOREGROUND: A TEACHER PERSPECTIVE

 ESE = growing field of research

 Very few contributions focus on teachers and teaching practice

 Surprising!

 Quality teaching = vital condition for education to successfully 

realise its purposes

 Sustainable development = a topic that every teacher needs to 

take into consideration in one way or another

 Challenges involved are a concern for every teacher
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CONTENT

 Part I: Education and the challenge of 
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 PART II: Choosing teaching content and 

approaches

 PART III: Designing and implementing 

teaching and learning practices
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