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Kick-off meeting
FWO-WOG 
‘Public Pedagogy and
Sustainability Challenges’ 
Ghent, 22-24 March 2017

Quote network proposal:

“[…] The intended scientific collaboration within this 
WOG takes departure in a shared concern for 
deepening and widening our understanding of 
the public role of education in the face of 
sustainability challenges , the observation that 
the scholarly and public debate on this issue is in 
need of further theoretical and empirical 
grounding and the belief that interdisciplinary 
collaboration of political theorists, educational 
theorists and SE researchers has great potential to 
contribute to that […]” 

Get to know each other!
Expectations (this kick-off + on the long term)

Programme

• Yesterday: Studium Generale (Leif Östman)

• Today: - Intro 
- Johan Öhman & Erik Andersson
- Joke Vandenabeele
- Jeppe Læssøe & Jonas Lysgaard
- Jan Masschelein & Maarten Simons 

• Tomorrow: - Carl-Anders Säfström
- Danny Wildemeersch
- Katrien Van Poeck 
- Prospects for the future

Towards
post-normal education
Thomas Block  

1. CDO: sustainability issues as political matter

2. Sustainability challenges: often no clear-cut 
solutions

3. MLP: a framework for fostering the transition of 
the educational system?

- Founded in 1995
- Multidisciplinary research centre (but transdisciplinarity is 

a key aspect)
- Hosted by the Department of Political Science (UGent)
- Further embedded in a network of 13 other deparments
- 1 FTE lecturer and +/- 10 researchers

- Identity: lies in its adherence to a nuanced constructivist 
epistemological stance, which is reflected in the use of a 
critical policy analysis framework, a participative 
research approach and, last but not least, the framing of 
sustainability issues as ‘political’ issues .

Centre for Sustainable Development
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Research fields CDO

- Sustainability transitions 
- Future scenarios & 
sustainability visions

- Sustainability indicators & 
monitoring

- Sustainability Impact 
Assessment

- Science, technology and the politics 
of sustainability 

- Complex decision-making & multi-
level governance

- Sustainable production & 
consumption

- Sustainability education

• Focus on the interface between science and society
• Often policy-oriented research , less fundamental 

research

Courses CDO
‘Politics of sustainability’
• Sustainability perspectives (wickedness, transition

thinking, STS,…) + sustainability topics (climate change, 
circular economy, sustainable food,…)

• A group writing assessment � discourse analysis on a 
specific sustainability controversy

‘Sustainability thinking’
• University-wide elective course

• Studium Generale � series of lectures on one theme + 
transdisciplinary approach 

Questions for this network:

• Should we also reflect on concrete courses of 
network partners? 

• Should we develop new (parts of) courses?

(or keep a meta-level eye / more distance)

CDO services to society

Towards
post-normal education
Thomas Block  

1. CDO: sustainability issues as political matter

2. Sustainability challenges: often no 
clear-cut solutions

3. MLP: a framework for fostering the transition of 
the educational system?
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[Rockström et al., 2009] HDI & ecological footprint

Basics 

• Social justice
• Ecological sustainability
� intra- & intergenerational solidarity

• Quality of life

• Democracy / Participation

[figuur: Hopwood et al., 2005]

Triple P model vs. nested model Different strategies

Sufficiency
Because of rebound effect

Reallocation & compensation
E.g. ecological debt vs. financial debt

Dematerialisation & eco-efficiëncy
Factor 4 / 10 

Decommodification

To decrease
population growth

E.g. family planning
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Close to
agreement on 

norms and
values at 

stake

Far from
agreement 
on norms

and values

Far from
certainty

Close to certainty on 
required and available

knowledge

Structured problems

Moderately

structured problems: 

discussion about

suitable means

Unstructured, 

‘wicked’ problems

Moderately

structured problems: 

discussion ethical

acceptability of goals

Hoppe (2008)

Types of problems

Bunders (2011)

Transdisciplinarity

Questions for this network: Towards
post-normal education
Thomas Block  

1. CDO: sustainability issues as political matter

2. Sustainability challenges: often no clear-cut 
solutions

3. MLP: a framework for fostering the
transition of the educational system?

Niche-
innovations

Socio-
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Socio-
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Markets, user 
preferences

Science

Industry

Culture

Technology

Transitions: a result of multilevel dynamics

Policy

Regime: dominant structures, 
practices, culture. Path dependencies 
and lock-in. Dynamically stable. 

Landscape developments put 
pressure on the regime and 
stimulate niches

Small actor networks support 
innovations. Expectations, 
visions, learning. 

Configurations break through: landscape 
pressure, niche improvements, 
destabilisation regime. Long-term 
processes, going through different stages.

New regime: actors, 
technology, policy, 
practices, culture etc.  

[Geels et al, 2007]

Niches

Landscape

Socio-technical 
regime

Time

Towards a transition of the mobility system?
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Questions for this network:

• Should we focus on system-challenging
education? If yes, how?

• Is the MLP useful to understand and to influence
the transition of the current educational system?

• And/or should we elaborate the ‘educational’ 
element of the regime and the reconfiguration? 


